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A NUANCED SEMESTER

for Italian plastics and rubber machinery exports

The analysis by Assocomaplast (the Italian trade association, belonging to CONFINDUSTRIA,
which groups together some 160 manufacturers of plastics and rubber processing machinery)
of the latest ISTAT figures for Italian foreign trade shows that, in the first half of 2013, imports
in the sector were somewhat weak compared to the same period in 2012 whereas exports held
relatively firm, as summarized in the table below.

Italian imports-exports of plastics and rubber machinery, equipment and moulds
(January-June - 000 euros)

imports exports

2012 2013
∆%

2013/
2012

2012 2013
∆%

2013/
2012

flexographic printers 6,041 9,165 51.7 51,534 53,899 4.6
injection moulding machines 34,881 30,572 -12.4 46,174 57,183 23.8
extruders and extrusion lines 15,982 8,930 -44.1 159,818 151,972 -4.9
blow moulding machines 4,626 2,843 -38.5 65,757 60,895 -7.4
thermoforming machines 3,429 1,339 -61.0 26,938 22,686 -15.8
various presses 4,696 6,734 43.4 51,104 49,744 -2.7
other machines 30,785 33,235 8.0 319,735 307,278 -3.9
parts and components 70,137 66,479 -5.2 167,948 165,794 -1.3
moulds 127,530 120,391 -5.6 345,887 344,885 -0.3

total 298,107 279,688 -6.2 1,234,895 1,214,336 -1.7

The downturn in imports is a symptom of a domestic market that still struggles to recover.
However, a potentially promising sign, on this front, is the forecast issued by CONFINDUSTRIA
which predicts that Italy’s GDP will stabilize in the third quarter of the year and even grow
slightly (+0.3%) in the final quarter.
What is more, an Assocomaplast business survey conducted at the start of September on a
sample of plastics and rubber processing companies reveals a certain degree of optimism, with
processors’ order books up compared to the preceding month and, most importantly, favour-
able 3-4 month projections.
The drop in exports, meanwhile, can be considered minor (-1.7%), especially given their over-
all ups and downs. Foreign sales in fact followed an intermittent trend over the first six months
of 2013: after a decidedly strong start to the year – entrained by the positive close to 2012 -
export flows lost some momentum, though without any of the steep declines suffered by other
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Italian mechanical engineering sectors.
It has to be said that, aside from the general economic situation, Italy’s domestic political
problems pose a further obstacle to recovery. In light of this fact, maintaining exports at es-
sentially the same level as in the preceding year can be regarded as an achievement.
The attitude of Italian machinery manufacturers is moderately optimistic. In fact, the latest
survey conducted by Assocomaplast among its members shows that companies expect to see
an improvement in turnover over the second half of the year, also in view of the upswing in
orders in July of this year, compared to both June 2013 and July 2012. This, at least, so far as
exports are concerned, since the domestic market still doesn’t show any encouraging signs.
For a more detailed analysis, we can look at the ranking of the top ten destination countries of
Italian exports in the first semester of 2013, in comparison with the same period of 2012.

Top ten destination countries
of the Italian plastics and rubber machinery, equipment and moulds exports
(January-June - % out of total)

2012 2013
Germany 14.7 (1°) 14.9
United States 5.5 (3°) 6.0
France 6.3 (2°) 6.0
Russia 5.5 (4°) 5.6
Poland 4.6 (6°) 5.2
China 5.1 (5°) 4.0
Spain 3.7 (8°) 3.9
United Kingdom 3.1 (10°) 3.7
Brazil 3.6 (9°) 3.4
Turkey 3.7 (7°) 3.0

The imminent appointment with the industry’s leading trade show K (Duesseldorf, 16-23 Octo-
ber 2013) will offer Italian machinery manufacturers – whose exhibitor presence is second only
to that of the German hosts – an important opportunity for comparing notes and technologies
with their main global competitors. Assocomaplast will be operating an information stand (n.
16A56) to support and showcase Italy’s participation with promotional materials and a small
gallery of design objects and films tracing the evolution of plastics over the past few decades.
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